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Resources for Chinese Art & Culture

Galleries & Museums, Sites to visit

Seattle Art Museum downtown Seattle and the Seattle Asian Art Museum, Volunteer Park, www.seattleartmuseum.org
Wing Luke Asian Museum, Seattle

www.wingluke.org
Asian Art Museum, San Francisco

www.asianart.org
Seattle International District (Chinatown)

www.internationaldistrict.org
Vancouver Chinatown & Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Garden


www.vancourverchinesegarden.com
Chinatown, San Francisco 

www.sanfranciscochinatown.com
Films, Videos
Not One Less (Zhang Yimou, 2000) Master Chinese filmmaker Zhang Yimou (Raise the Red Lantern) turns his lens on the travails of modern China's peasants. Wei (Wei Minzhi) is a 13-year-old girl pressed into serving as a substitute teacher in the school where she just graduated. If she keeps her class intact, she will receive a bonus. But when a student leaves for the city, she follows and strives relentlessly to bring him back. 

The Road Home (Zhang Yimou 2001) Veteran director Zhang Yimou this time trains his camera on a love story between a Chinese boy and girl that endures for 40 years. Starring Zhang Ziyi (Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon), The Road Home tells the tale of Zhao Di (Ziyi) and how she met the love of her life, Luo Changyu -- a new schoolteacher assigned to teach the children in her small village. 

Judou  (Zhang Yimou, 1990) In this romantic tragedy, Chinese director Zhang Yimou's visually sumptuous cinematography perfectly complements the sensual story line in which the abused wife (Gong Li) of a wealthy silk dyer (Li Wei) enters into an affair with her husband's nephew (Li Bao-tian). Arresting images, exquisite use of color and a classic yet complex plot combine for a richly satisfying drama earned an Academy Award nomination for Best Foreign Language Film. 

The Blue Kite (Tian Zhuangzhuang, 1992) This critically acclaimed award-winner, banned in China for its harshly realistic portrayal of life under Chairman Mao, is an epic look at recent Chinese history and how politics affect personal lives. The film follows young Tietou growing up in the midst of the Cultural Revolution, watching colleagues denounce each other and neighbors spy on one another. Soon, Tietou's family and friends -- and even Tietou -- get caught in the violent upheaval. 

Farewell My Concubine  (Chen Kaige, 1993) A seemingly unshakable friendship gets put to the test by war, a communist takeover, the Cultural Revolution and especially by the intrusion of a woman into the lives of two Chinese opera stars. Inseparable since childhood, Duan Xiaolou (Zhang Fengyi) and Cheng Dieyi (Leslie Cheung) find themselves increasingly at odds after Xiaolou weds a lovely courtesan (Gong Li). The film captures 50 years of Chinese history as it spins around the characters. 

Eat drink man woman  (Ang Lee, 1994)  Widower Tao Chu, Taiwan's most famous chef, struggles with accepting his three daughters' newfound appetite for boys, an interest that begins to break the family apart with hilarious and often touching results. 

The King of Masks (Tian-Ming Wu 1999) Nearing the end of his life, Wang -- a locally renowned street performer and wizard of the venerable art of mask magic -- yearns to pass on his technique. But custom prescribes that he can only hand down his craft to a male successor. Anxious to preserve his unique art, the heirless Wang buys an impoverished 8-year-old on the black market. When the child divulges a dreaded secret, Wang faces a choice between filial love and societal tradition. 

Shadow Magic (Ann Hu, 2001) Cinema may be a global art form, but it didn't begin that way. Ann Hu's Shadow Magic tells the story of an itinerant Englishman (Jared Harris) who's the first to bring motion pictures to China. His hand-cranked projector casts images that are a marvel to his mixed audience of peasants and royalty. Shadow Magic underscores the power of cinema to both reflect and magnify the human experience. 

Beijing Bicycle  (Wang Xiaoshua, 2002) When 16-year-old Guei finds work as a messenger in the titular Chinese city, he buys himself a bicycle. But as he nears the final payment, the bike disappears -- and without his wheels, Guei can't work. After desperately searching all of Beijing for it, he finally finds Jian, who claims the bike is his. The two young boys learn that sharing can be a good thing. 

Shower (Yang Zhang, 1999) Wealthy big-city executive Da Ming (Pu Cun Xin) returns to his boyhood home, where his aging father (Zhu Xu) and mentally disabled brother (Jiang Wu) run an old-fashioned communal bathhouse. At first, Da longs to return to his job. But soon, the leisurely pace and abundant camaraderie of the bathhouse, where men gather to chat and play games, has Da thinking twice about leaving his family. 

The Emperor and the Assassin (Kaige Chen 1999) (real story that “Hero” only touches on) Yin Zheng (Li Xuejian), King of Qin, embarks on a brutal campaign to unite all seven Chinese kingdoms in the third century B.C. Wanting to appear invincible, Yin sends his lover, Lady Zhao (Gong Li), to her homeland to hire a killer who will intentionally botch an assassination attempt on him. Once there, Lady Zhao tries to enlist Jing Ke (Zhang Fengyi), but complications arise in this lavishly produced historical epic from China. 

Crouching tiger, Hidden Dragon (Ang Lee, 2000)  Ang Lee's articulate direction, coupled with Yuen Woo-Ping's (The Matrix) balletic martial arts choreography, makes for a devastating one-two punch. Potent performances from Chow Yun-Fat, Michelle Yeoh and newcomer Ziyi Zhang also give heft to this story about a young woman in ancient China who longs for an adventurous life rather than a dull arranged marriage. The treetop fight scene is not to be missed. 

Hero (Zhang Yimou, 2003) The Qin King has long been obsessed with conquering all of China and becoming her first Emperor -- which makes him the target of three legendary assassins. To anyone who defeats the assassins, the King promises great power, mountains of gold and a private audience with the King himself. Jet Li heads the stellar cast of Hero as Nameless, the enigmatic county sheriff who earns his audience with the mighty King. Zhang Yimou directs. 

House of Flying Daggers (Zhang Yimou, 2004) Near the end of the Tang Dynasty, police deputies Jin (Takeshi Kaneshiro) and Leo (Andy Lau) tangle with Mei (Ziyi Zhang), a dancer suspected of having ties to a revolutionary faction known as the House of Flying Daggers. Completely bowled over by Mei's alluring beauty, the deputies concoct a plan to save her from capture, with Jin leading her north on a perilous journey into the unknown.  

Together (Chen Kaige, 2003) A young boy, Xiao Chun (Tang Yun), proves to be a massive talent when it comes to the violin, so his father (Liu Peigi) helps him find the best teacher in Beijing, far away from their hometown. There, Xiao Chun meets a nightclub worker with a heart of gold and finds true friendship. 

Books, Catalogs

China Art Now, Michael Nuridsany   contemporary art
2-0803-0440-2

The New Chinese Painting 1949-1986 , Joan Lebold Cohen, 
0-8109-1372-0  Abrams 1987

Chinese Painting Style, Jerome Silbergeld, UW Press, 1992  
0-295-95921-5

Chinese Art & Design, ed Rose Kerr  1991 quick overview
  0-87951-437X

In Pursuit of the Dragon, Ming Ceramics, Seattle Art Museum  0-932216-27-7

All the Tea in China by Kit chow & Ione Kramer, China Books, Hong Kong  1990

  
 interesting info on tea, some photos & diagrams
0-8351-2194-1  

Chinese Dragon Robes, Oxford Press, Hong Kong   1998
0-19-590499-0

Imperial Wardrobe, Ten Speed Press, Berkeley 2000  
1-870076-07-9

The Search for Modern China by Jonathan D. Spence

www Norton, 1999  ISBN 0-393-97351-4 paper
Things Chinese  by Du Feibao & Du Bai China Travel & Tourism Press, Beijing 2001

ISBN 7-5032-1856-8

Wild Swans:  Three Daughters of China by Jung Chang, Simon & Schuster 1991

China Pop by Jianying Zha
The New Press, New York  1995  1-56584-249-9

The Bonesetter’s Daughter, The Kitchen God’s Wife, and The Joy Luck Club, Amy Tan

Woman Warrior, Maxine Hong Kingston

Red China Blues by Jan Wong

Websites

http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/index.htm               Patricia Ebrey site 

http://witcombe.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks3.html#china           Chinese art/architecture sites

